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HiroshiAOYAMA etal. 
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Appln. No. 



10/677,180 



Group Art Unit: 



3729 



Filed: 



October 2, 2003 



Examiner: 



NGUYEN, D.H. 



TITLE: 



RANDOM-PERIOD CHIP TRANSFER APPARATUS 



COVER LETTER 



Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 22313-1450 



Sir: 



Please find submitted herewith a Request for Continued Examination (RCE), 
together with an IDS, copies of the non-USPTO references cited in the IDS, and a 
Response to the outstanding Office Action mailed January 24, 2007. 

The IDS filed herewith cites issued US patents, US pre-grant application 
publications, International PCT application publications, and foreign patents and patent 
application publications. Copies of each of the International PCT application 
publications and foreign documents are also submitted herewith. However, in view of 
USPTO policies regarding published US patent documents, no copies of the issued US 
patents or pre-grant application publications are being submitted at this time. 
Nonetheless, if any copies are required, the Examiner is respectfully requested to 
contact the Applicant's representatives so that copies of the required documents can be 
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submitted accordingly. 

In view of USPTO rules regarding IDS submissions after a Final Office Action 
has been issued, an RCE is submitted herewith. Accordingly, it is believed the 
requirements for ensuring entry of the IDS and consideration of the documents cited 
therein are fulfilled. Therefore, the Applicant respectfully requests that the Examiner 
acknowledge consideration of the documents cited in the accompanying Form 
PTO/SB/08a by initialing the appropriate boxes and returning a copy of the signed and 
initialed Form PTO/SB/08a to the Applicant with the next Office communication. 

In addition, the accompanying Response to the Office Action mailed January 24, 
2007, is believed to address all the issues noted in the outstanding Office Action, and 
an early and favorable action on the merits is respectfully requested. If there should be 
any questions or comments regarding the above-noted RCE, IDS or Response, the 
Examiner is respectfully requested to contact Applicant's representatives at the below- 
listed telephone number. 



The Rafferty Patent Law Firm 

5641 Burke Centre PKWY, Suite 100 
BURKE, VA 22015-2259 

Tel.: (703)250-3091 

Fax: (626) 549-2008 
mail@raffertyfirm.com 



Respectfully submitted, 




April 24, 2007 
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